
Nevada Food Safety Task Force 

Meeting Minutes  
September 2, 2015 

I. Call to order 

Stefano Caligiuri called to order the regular meeting of the Nevada Food Safety Task Force at 9:03 

A.M. on September 2, 2015 at the Vegas PBS office, 3050 E. Flamingo Road, Las Vegas, NV. 89121 

II. Roll call 

The following persons were present:  

Stefano Caligiuri  Luxor/Excalibur   

Jimmy Vigilante JVC Food Safety   

Brian Nummer BFSC     

Jeff Lindholm iCertainty   

Brisa Soto  SNHD      

Lauren DiPrete SNHD    

Erica Ryan  NDA      

Alex Stokes  Wynn Las Vegas 

Debra Solt  Vegas PBS  

Christine Sylvis SNHD 

Bob Morin  Western Nevada College 

Amilton de Mello UNR 

Kathy Halbardier University of Nevada-NVIE 

Jim Crandal  SK-Food Group  

Stan Omaye  UNR 

Anna Vickrey NDA  

Martin Potnick NVIE-UNR  

 

Quorum met: 

Board members present: Christine Sylvis, Alex Stokes and Stefano Caligiuri 

Partial meeting attendance: Anna Vickrey 

Vacant positions: Academia and Secretary 

 

III. Approval of minutes from last meeting 

Alex Stokes made a motion to approve minutes from the last meeting held on March 12, 2015. Stefano 

Caligiuri seconded the motion. Motion carried and the minutes were approved as written. 

 

IV. Post Conference Review 

Debra provided a copy of the July conference survey results, see attached. Approximately 160 people 

signed up to attend the conference and around 100 attended. From those that attended, 27 participated 

in the survey and almost all of the feedback was positive.  The majority of ratings were “Good” or 

“Fantastic”.  

 

Erica commented that conference planning needs to improve to prevent waste of funds.  A $100 per 

day was spent for a laptop computer and $500 per day for a projector.  Both items are available to us at 

no charge through the Department of Agriculture and possibly SNHD or other members of our group.   

 

Stefano asked if the 2016 conference should be scheduled in April and if it should be held for 2 or 3 

days. 



Erica provided the Treasures report and said the grant was awarded to the NV State Health Division 

and will be administered by a third party.  The third party will help plan the conference but they will 

charge fees. At this time, Anna has no information about the process or who the third party is.  As 

soon as Julia Peak from State Health Division is able to meet with Anna, she will investigate the 

situation and present information.  

 

All grant expenses money must be spent by June 30th each year and corresponding reimbursement 

requests must also be submitted by that date. 

 

There is currently $1263.00 in the General Fund and $2525.00 in the scholarship fund.  Stefano needs 

to deposit $400.00 into the scholarship fund. 

 

Our website can process payments online such as donations or registration fees through pay pal.  

However, it costs money so we need to charge a $5.00 processing fee but registrants may send checks 

at no additional cost. 

 

Erica suggested for future conferences to have a meeting onsite and do a “formal dress rehearsal/walk 

through” before the conference to confirm room names, locations, AV set-ups and everything else.  

Also, set up a plan/procedure for speakers who arrive late. 

 

A recommendation was made about getting an MOU for what the third party does/doesn’t do.  The 

grant money is not allowed to be used for overhead and we should make sure it’s not billed improperly 

by the third party, so will check with the FDA.    

 

Suggestion was made to solicit bids for hotels through local convention services.  All we need to 

provide is proposed dates, how many attendees (rooms), catering requests, and AV information.  This 

would benefit us because the hotels are bidding against each other, thus lowering the cost.   

 

V. Plans for 2016 Conference 

Suggestion made to choose a re-occurring date/time of year to have the conference.  For example: the 

3rd week in March so that people will know when to expect it and can plan accordingly.  

 

Christine commented to not schedule the conference the same time as the Conference for Food 

Protection being held on April 16-20th, 2016.   

 

Recommendation made again about having an MOU between NvEHA and NFSTF. 

 

Will obtain info on grant and establish a budget. 

 

Set up committees and select members at the next meeting. 

 

The next agenda will list the possible committees. 

 

Establish a monthly meeting for committees to plan. 

 

 



VI. Goals & Scholarships for 2016 

A specific board needs to be set up for the 501C3. Also, a committee needs to be created to write the 

scholarship and establish the program. 

 

VII. New business 

a) Stan and others will help set up a NFSTF information booth at the upcoming Nevada 

Agriculture Foundation Event, “Nevada Field Day” at UNR on September 26th, 2015 from 

9:00am-2:00pm.  Thermometers and Food Safety booklets are available to hand out.  

b) Suggestion was made to set an initiative for food safety like educating travelers.  We could 

get involved and promote consumer food safety by attending local health fairs such as school 

fairs or setting up at grocery stores during food safety month. 

c) Would like to resolve website issues with membership applications and be able to accept 

them online.  Brian volunteered to help by creating an “eventbrite” event for the year.  Erica 

will continue to administer the website but would like to form a committee to assist with this.  

Suggestions could then be presented to the committee for review/implementation.  

d) Request was made to have more options to attend meetings such as “go to meeting” or a call 

in teleconference. Suggestion made to maybe have a free intern assist. Jeff volunteered IT 

services to be available and help.   

e) The focus of the NFSTF should be based around food safety initiatives not just planning 

meetings for the conference.  Initiatives for 2015 may include: 

i. An annual conference where the planning committees meet outside of regular 

meetings and present summaries and updates to the general membership as needed. 

ii. Consumer awareness such as attending health fairs and providing food safety 

information.  Also, developing a “food safety while traveling” handbook and 

improving the website to allow for interactive food safety training. 

iii. Establish a scholarship 

f) Enhance member training and awareness by having relevant speakers give a short lecture at 

meetings and or touring food establishments/production facilities. 

 

VIII. Open Floor 

Brian mentioned the possibility of a 2017 Conference for the Western States. 

 

IX. Date for next meeting and elections 

The next meeting is scheduled to be held at the same locations on Wednesday, October 14th, 2015 at 

9:00am. 

 

X. Adjournment 

Stefano Caligiuri adjourned the meeting at 10:30 A.M. 

Minutes submitted by:  Brisa Soto (Interim Secretary) 


